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Stanniocalcin 1 promotes proliferation and migration of endothelial progenitor cells
via PI3K/Akt/eNOS pathway activation

Yuan Fangzhengyuan, Yang Jie, Wang Yanwei, Zhang Tao, Huang Lan (Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Xingiao

Hospital, Third Military Medical University, Chongqing, 400037, China)

[ Abstract | Objective To determine the effects of stanniocalcin 1 (STC1) on the proliferation and
migration of endothelial progenitor cells (EPCs) , and investigate the potential mechanism involved. Methods
EPCs were isolated from the spleens of Sprague-Dawley rats by density-gradient centrifugation, and then
cultured and identified with double-fluorescent immunostaining. These EPCs were treated with recombinant
human STC1 at different concentrations, or transfected with its siRNA to silence the STC1 expression. The
proliferation and migration properties of these EPCs as well as the effects of STC1 on the expression levels of
protein kinase B ( Akt) , endothelial nitric oxide synthase ( eNOS) and their phosphorylation were detected.
Selective phosphatidyl inositol 3 kinase ( PI3K) inhibitor (1.Y294002) and eNOS inhibitor ( L-NAME) were
used to reverse the response of pre-treated EPCs to rhSTC1. Results  Double-fluorescent immunostaining
indicated that the purity of our EPCs was about 88. 5% . Exogenous rhSTC1 treatment promoted the
proliferation and migration of EPCs in a dose-dependent manner via the PI3K/Akt/eNOS pathway activation,
which was reflected by the increasing of Akt and eNOS phosphorylation levels. Endogenous STC1-expression
silence interfered the proliferation and migration of EPCs, and inhibitors LY294002 and L-NAME inhibited the
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rhSTC1-induced effect on pre-treated EPCs by blocking PI3K/Akt/eNOS pathway. Conclusion  STC1
enhances EPCs to proliferate and migrate by activating PI3K/Akt/eNOS pathway. Our findings maybe provide

a new therapeutic target for the repair of injured vascular endothelium.
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R BRI T 240 L 3 9 ) B 2 W il i 2 ] (e
() , DMEM {IHk 35 77 B FiR 4 M7 4 B Gibico 23 ]
(L) , R B HyClone 24 W] (3£ [5) , thSTC1 Iy H
Biovendor /A& (¥ [E ) ,STC1 PriA&ll H Santa Cruz /&)
(£[) ,siRNA STC1 R T b B 25 FORA PR
) (H[E) , Lipofectamine lipo2 000 4 H Invitrogen 2\ )
(EH), PIBK #1143 1LY294002 F1 eNOS i | # L-
NAME ¥y H Sigma 2~ &) (£ H ), Akt p-Akt (S1177) K&
eNOS ,p-eNOS( S1177) HiiA& K5 F Cell Signaling Tech-
nology /) (ZE [H ) , Transwell ZH /N2 W H Millipore
A (EHE) .
1.2 EPCs #9553

HEE SD REL 2 H, BTt 150 ¢ Zefq, thBid B2
Bescmash Py b . B AR ST, JoTE R A o B
JIE. B TAES 12,200 H U8 W BCE 5 L _F, 745 14
JIEE T U8R b o DRG] 4 °C TV ) I TR W TR h 2%
M (PBS) vhysk, ZUE M R4V H . 15 mL g0
T4 ol SR BRI 2200 05 1 9, 4 Bt R VR AR I A
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B B0 R B ) R I R
ALY . IR I B R A I A A PBS (1 B0
B, 1500 v/min BLLVERE, A 2 K. WRiKE, FEER
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96 FLAH, AL B 5% CO, 37 °C AN 7548
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1.3 EPCs k00 %%

4~7d)E,BFENMY 2.4 wg/mL Dil-ac-LDL
BEEIFE 1 h, BRI &, PBS 151k 3 ¥k ,4% PFA [#]
S, WRWAA, PBS 1506 3 WK, 10 pg/mL FITC-UEA-I
FEYEHEE 1 h, PBS 39k 1 ¥k, Dil-ac-LDL F1 FITC-
UEA-T X% fHM: 4 LA EPCs,
1.4 thSTCI 2+ EPCs ¥4 74 69 % vh

WU 57 T 6 d 1% EPCs 96 LAk, 440 i AR ik
JE) thSTCL, AALBRZH Ay %F BE, T I35 24 35 95 24 h
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MG FAE T 4 h J5EGE B TR0, 3K 450 nm
AN SR FEAE L D(450) 1
1.5 thSTC1 #t EPCs it 45 64 % v

24 fLAR R LH A 500 WL & 10% Jig 4
I3% DMEM AR 35 95 55, e DU LA rhSTCT, HoA% B
Lk BE R 20,50 100 we/mL, A b B 41 K %of B
Tranwell /NZ A 24 fLARH, JBRER I {8 & EPCs, &
FLIIA 200 pL 75 2 x 10° A4 A JC L5 DMEM R
KR AR . SR T,37 C AR R, 5% CO,
RiFRAAR59% 16 ho PBS UL 2 WK, Jo/K L P E 30 s,
PBS ¥t 1 IR, WS L LR RITHANN, 455
Y45 5 min, PBS YL 3 ¥R, 1E 200 £ B HEGT
AN, BT 5 S LET
1.6 siRNA 22 STCI st EPCs ¥ 74 it # 69 %

siRNA STC1 iF 4% :5'-GCUCAAUGUUUGCAGC-
AUUTT-3", Jz 4% . 5'-AAUGCUGCAAACAUUGAGCTT-
3',TT Jy 3" w3k, siRNA FPEXT B 5 STCL 741
TCIRHEE R X B AR AL BRALAERT R 24 FLAR (5% 96 fL
O AAESIIL(ERR VBER R ) 1Y 10% P65 a4 1
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i A DMEM 0B 35 52 BL 35 57 EPCs 3R 255 5 K, 4
135 B 60% ~ 80% , Ui 4% 14 o HX 20 pmol siRNA
STC1 5, siRNA B #E (96 fLAR 5 pmol) i T 50 wL
JCILE DMEM fIG B 35 5% Fe A BE Bl s A . 1 plL
(96 FL#z 0.25 pL)lipo2 000 fiA 50 L JCIfL i DMEM
RpEIE SR 5E IR S, IR CE 5 min, Bl A B W,
A B WRIR G, i 20 ming Y R)HE AR 20 M85 SR AR N
BR SR A R TC I Ky 97 2, BFL 400 pL., AB R AWK
IRAXT R ALY 37 C AR FNE B, 5% CO, 85 AW F -
4 ~6 h 5 FEANNLEE FRAR N B IR, 4 & 10% fE 5
JiG2F M5 1Y) DMEM IG5 32 0k o AR A 2215 55
YL 48 h J5, CCK-8 A5l 14 48 fE /7 , Transwell 51T
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1.7 STC1 %t EPCs F PI3K/Akt/eNOS 15 il % 48 %
& A REHH
1.7.1 thSTC1 %} EPCs f Akt I eNOS 35 1520
20,50 ,100 wg/mL rhSCT1 §% & EPCs 24 h, A 4bF4]
Jy%f BR, 2 IBCAN L S 3 T, Western blot £ ] p-Akt |
p-eNOS #l t-Akt .t-eNOS ik,
1.7.2 siRNA J7Ek STCI %f EPCs 1 Akt Fl eNOS 3
KRN 35FR S d (1) EPCs R JH siRNA JTERH AR
P STC1 By ik, #5 3% 48 h, $2HL EPCs B H,
Western blot #5;il] p-Akt . p-eNOS F t-Akt .t-eNOS ik,
1.8 LY294002 ( PI3K #F 5 4 #p %] 7] ) #= L-NAME
(eNOS H-tFp#) 7 ) 23 EPCs 3§74 1T 6% mm

10 wmol/L 1.Y294002 ( PI3K 4 S 1 1tk 71 ) Fh
100 wmol/L L-NAME (eNOS i 5 P47 ] 551 ) 431 T &b
H EPCs 30 min, fEfiII AZYHJE 50 pg/mL thSCT1 ¢ 5
24 hy AR ngpa 71, 2o chSCT1 Sy STCL 41, AR AL P4
SXTRR . A H) K CCK-8 #1 Transwell 2 il iF 75 52 56
Fr EPCs 458 g J1 FiT#4 fig
1.9 %itzam

SLERBAE LA & +5 Ron, R ] SPSS 18. 0 Giif 24k
ot . 241200 H AR F S 3R 7 22 4 B, 4L 18]
P L] Dunnett-r 46755

2 #R

2.1 EPCs 9% %

L6 (B 1A) Rk B $ B Dil-acLDL (16
JIHIAL ; 2k G256 (] 1B) FoRfES FITC-UEA-1 45
B0 M TR AR RS W s RS B 41 i BP  EPCs
(E1D) o WETOE(E 1C) o 4 4% DAPL e d
BEHLILET (n =5 ) TR0 B 20 M 7 23 e (88,5 +
5.2)% .

A :Dil-acLDL Fa# 28 §& ; B FITC-UEA-1 [a 1% m it ; C; DAPI
Fer b m e D« 3R FEE 28 6 A E 42 44k 8 EPCs
1 HAHERERHMEMNESE Dil-acLDL 1 UEA-1

Y EPCs  ( x400)
2.2 thSTC1 #+ EPCs ¥¢ 74 it #5 64%h
SNBSS T ARV FE (20,50 100 pg/mL) rhSTC1
SEFH EPCs, CCK-8 Al 41 i 15 58 5 &0 .75 , 20 wg/mL
STC1 #bFEZAL (1. 41 £0.04) .50 pg/mL STC1 kb3
(1.59 +0.08) 100 pg/mL STC1(1.95 +0.06) kb FHZH
HIER XA (1.22 £0.05) LG, D (450) fE#R 2 %
HM (P <0.05), $275 thSTC1 2 H JE 46 7k Hh g 1
EPCs 3¥%H .
iz J] Transwell /]y %s 52 56 46 10 40 Jf 3 #5155 Ot 2%
B, EPCs 3T #5503 20 pe/mL STC1 AbBHZH (37. 40 +
1.50) 50 wg/mL STCI 4bFHZH (43.00 £1.34) 100 pg/mL
STC1 AbFEZH (48.00 + 1. 23 ) ¥ 1@ 3555 1 5 % B4
[(30.00 £2.30),P <0.05], 15 thSTC1 ¥k B i
HEE EPCs 1145,
2.3 siRNA 2% STC1 2+ EPCs ¥34 it 4649 %A
Western blot 25 % i 7R T2k STC1 2H 5 %) MR 4H AH
Fb,STCL )R B/AKFH B T (K 2), #t—22H
CCK-8 Fa I 210 ff 34 5 17 50 , A& R4 STCL, B4 Xt
ZH D(450) B (1.13 £0.05) 5IE# X Ha4 (1.22 =
0.05) #H b JC B &2 A8 4k, 1 UL BR STC1 41 D (450) {H
(0.95 +0.04) FIE 5 6 FAL B g d /> (P <0.05) , it
WM EPCs PYiEIE STCL #5 T EPCs 358 .
Transwell /[N 5255 WA A M A9 1T A6 1% 00 & BB 1
XTHEZH EPCs iF R4 H (29.40 = 1.97) 51EH X R4
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BRIl (P <0.05) , B ] EPCs YY1 STC1 1)
il T EPCs %%,

1 2 3
stcia1x10)-
—_— T
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1. %88 ;2. B M8 ;3. siRNA STC1
2  Western blot il 2% STC1 3 EPCs STC1
FiEHI R

2.4 STCl #w# Akt &5 eNOS #) 5B AL

thSTC1 X} Akt Fl eNOS [#) 335 JC M, {H B 4
Pt Akt Fl eNOS [ ER b H 2 vk BRI M . ] siRNA
S YL Ab P EPCs, PUER N ETE STCL [FIFEXT Akt FiI eNOS
2638 JC W S 52 e, {H T4t STCL B g R 94 Akt I
eNOS FYBEIR /K- (& 3) o $&78 STC1 520 EPCs
b IR A RE S PIBK/Akt/eNOS {553l %A ¢ .

1 2 3 4 5

P-AKL(G0X107)— S — —

t-Akt(60x10°)— S S S G S
PeNOS(140x10°)—> weeG—" — — —

eNOS(140x10°)— WD D NS D -
CAPDH(37x10°)— (D D D G ®

[ p-Akv/Akt
a
& a
a
a 4
4 5

B p <NOS:t-eNOS
3
2H %)

NS}
1

A RIS R KA

nl

1.2 f&; 2.STCI 20 pg/mL; 3:STC1 50 wg/mL; 4:STC1

100 pwg/mL;5:siRNA STCI1

A Western blot # ) p—Akt—Ser473 . p—eNOS—Ser1177 Fo Akt

eNOS;B: ¥ T &5 (n=5,x+s) a:P<0.05, 53R i

B3 Western blot #& R E#R & rhSTC1 FifEK STC1 ¢
Akt 1 eNOS BB (L By 500

2.5 ¥4 PI3K/Akt/eNOS 13 5 i % #F rhSTC1 #% %
#9 EPCs 3§78 iE# 89%m
5 STC1 gHAH L, 435 F LY294002 FI1 L-NAME i
A3 EPCs Ji, STC1 5 S A M35 58 7% W) 0 i
(P<0.05,[& 4) 47 STC1 {23k EPCs 4% 1T 7 &
it PI3K/Akt/eNOS & 3E/E R

1504
100+

504

D(450)AHXHE (%)

TR AL ()

®

154 58 ;2:1Y294002 ;3 : L-NAME ;4 ; STCI ; 5 LY294002 +
STC1 ;6 :L-NAME + STC1
A. CCK-8 #&m| EPCs 378 % M (n=6,x +5) ; B: Transwell
INEEIEAN m et S5 B (n=5,x+s) a:P<0.05,5
STC1 reiz
4 LY294002 #1 L-NAME X rhSTC1 iS5/ EPCs 153 |
TERRIF

3 it

Wt e [ 7220 1 N A 2 O LA 1
18 N B AT £ 205 o BBk RERE AL 2 Fh
O LA 4[] g PHLRE Bl A7 280 BT 559 7 X
o G LA ) R A R R R 2O I A
453 £ 2 Sl DKok RE A A 1 4 B 201, R e R4 4 1
BN BAR IR A B B SE R AT AT A I
AR B0 ) A7 - T JULZAR B ) 5 38 Ao TR 4R
RN B AR AL , e ik 52 450 i Ak P Bz 4 D ) LA
A SRR PR LB B 9 5C5E . EPCs S22 I8 PN B2
AR PR 200 L, A N RE 8 51 S5 2 450 40 1t 287 B 15T A T
g b oA A DRE B PN B AR IS 5540 0 LA F) 5 PN B
o WA BUE O J B PR A EPCs i 3% &
W SRS RE T 32 40t , 5 DL oo ML A 6 TR - S R A g
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J IUAE | =B I0AE 55t 451 35 T EPCs Y3 58 Fl 1T 7% fig
S5 S ECEPCs JFHLZE 3245 N B2 AL BRI 18
SEREN BERAR ., FRT, % T EPCs #4958 TR 1Y
BLRITRE M A B, B2 LA S s T, Hit
PE— BRI EPCs f9CHER T, A 8UTHE EPCs 38
5 iE#% , 76 EPCs - SRIAIATF P B3 e HE

STC1 J&—FiREAE 35 N B 40 4 ST RS IR 1
W, R SR 1 3 W B TR S T A e
AR ) 32 AR 5 i — 20 R HFEAE . STCT 7E NG
it JFF 5 AR 6 25 B 1ML A Ak R A 2 b OV AR A, 5 0
EIREBYINIE . HRTAIBIF N & S — R gk ik
F RO WA X, B 1R A5 AR . 1 N R 4T
 BEE 51 Bl K PN B A0 R A T 1 AR R B AR P Bz 4
MUy sg GBS AR HE AR A . A IR STCT
T 2 B T LRI AN B K P B 4 A
KA R A M 3 58 T A%, {5 STC1 %) EPCs 3451 (1T
PR S AL /0 DLRGE o A SEIR = AERT A 9T &
P Notch \PI3K/Akt MAPK %4 £ 44{5 238 8 25 EPCs
B GAT RS B PR, 6 STCI 2L 75 18 1o 3 26 1 % 5%
W EPCs 345 GT 8 , B THEAT T SCsamfoe o

AT 2], AP UL 28 T A5 Rl 9k BE thSTC
T YR BT AR 1K UM IR EPCss (o35 1T 7%,
i ] siRNA H AR TR B EPCs ¥ STC1, EPCs 1)
WA TR REZ B 1 M STCL 52 EPCs Akt 5
eNOS HIBEIR AL, T Akt 55 eNOS [ RR Ak 1T B
BELWT STCL Xf EPCs 3458 iF 8% B A i o

STC1 X 2 L SHRE R M BB 9 . 240 08, SR 1T I
% EPCs £ ShRE BOHGE 14 /0 E] . 7604 A7
HIREWFSEARIE , STC1 XA [F) 40 M S B B4 Pl A
R, STC1 7EZLI I8 20 M0 v | 510 5598 40 1 L % 5 Bk oy
B A AR T 40 M A ST RS, 7 SN N i L R B
SR A KA R M P R T T RS . FLIE
H1, Chang %5 % B4 STCL BB/ MR /DN, 40 1
FUIIE 400 42 28, T Daniel 257 WIESZ M STC1 2
I8, AT LA R B AR 2 A4 2 i 40 o) 2L 2 B
TE BN S f Lin 255 ) STCL 2 BE T 51 55 200 i (1 3%
B A% 5 Guo 251 i Fe ik STCL % B S99 40 i 34 5
FAE RS RE 1 Z 2. Ak g 40 M v, Law 280 5F
SESTCL i 1 A JGr s ik o9 B2 i M 3 i e A% . (2,
Wu 2 ORI S B STCY k] 1 A K M i 4 i
(3G 5E ; ABE ST, 3R AT & BL STCL REAE #E EPCs 193
5 TR, X5 Lin'™ Law 25 i3l —%, STCL A
[F) 20 i A= 42 ThRE , T RS R [R1 41 26780 , R [R] B B
AT . EAE KM AN, STC 18 14 5 ) 1 T

PRI +h 2 i 410 1) 7R W R = Y IR h 3 e o Ui )
STCT il A= AR 4i L 5 T g 5 STCL 115 E5 %
AN INITE A= OV R 7 2 0 S S sy = L
0 M AL Aa i, STCY #0140 g 14 5 %, i
LI 200 1 rp 3X — D RE A i 5 b ) B A i A2 A S
B, UM 25 5 MR R AT RES 5 T STCL X241 i
W5 G

STCI {2 3F EPCs 3% iF %3 i 7 PI3K/AKY/
eNOS 348, Murai 25" % B STCI @ PI3K/AKt fi5
Sl I 1 PR AR R . FRATRINETE S Z A
o, B STCL {23t T EPCs ot Akt ZE [ Ser™™ (i s R
b, B0 1 PIBK/AKL {5530 #% . % ki PI3K/AKt {5
S P AT LA — 2D VO T i 22 2R B L R DL AR a4 i
Wy A A mTOR, IKK,eNOS 45,

eNOS ZJ#97 EPCs WIREm /> T, 5 EPCs 14
B IERE R UIAR G, PRI, FRATTHEN STC1 7T fE 5 o
PI3K/AKt #—H 875 eNOS, #Em{E i EPCs [t 38 48 |
L. eNOS HYTEALER 1R A i N A B 5, fe 25
HHY eNOS 454, fE it eNOS 1% AL 41, b A LA i+
eNOS BERRAL AR 58 285 F1 90 /N U4 1 45 9 15 eNOS
Wtk b eNOS B R 1k 2 85 1 B J5 eNOS JIRE
B HEET B, eNOS 27 R IR 2R | s 2RIk AL 1]
DA WEIR AL , & eNOS ® R b 1Y £ 27 i, BUA HIE
S B 0 B IR AL 7 s A 0 T I8 5 XY Y
Ser' " FIAL 45 1 2K 45 A K The'™ o oAl 1) 38 45
Ser'™, Ser”™ | Tyr®, and Tyr™ . 7E % B 09 40 it v,
Ser " g — WAL BE IR L, (H 24 40 i R 5F Tk B
DIy aids i 2R , VEGE R Ey R, Sk, ix st
PR 72 s Ak, AMP 48 4 85 H 38 [ Adeno-
sine 5’ -monophosphate ( AMP) -activated protein kinase,
AMPK ], 4538 (1384 11 ( Ca®*/calmodulin-dependent
protein kinase Il , CaMK I ), 5 (i A ( Protein Ki-
nase A, PKA) SEIGAE i eNOS BRIk, FRATHIHESE
JESE STC1 5 i ¥ % 1 VEGF K40, 7 EPCs H STCI
WG PIBK/AKL, TG ALY Akt i — AL T eNOS BEIR
AL Ser1 177 BEFRALHE TS eNOS,

ALY eNOS 5% Akt 25 1 EPCs Hy3E5H |
TER BB BT AR R ThEE R, STCH
HyG PI3K/AKt/eNOS 1y EAR ML 8 A BB, i STC1
ARG G S BRI REE 0 7, STCL R 2 8k w3
TIEEG AL, T LR R | STCL J& 7558 3 He4h
B2 A, TR WA Sy AR G SO0 TR U 4 1 O
PI3K/AKY/eNOS i 38 A 15— iiF 52, Law %17
BT &30, STC1 £ HUVEC th{g#: T VEGF .SDF-1 &
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#E T EPCs 323k VEGF SE4A A o 1 R4 SCHRIE 52
VEGF nJ L% 4k AKv/eNOS 4%, fir 2L STCL 1 AJ fig i

et EPCs 3% VEGF, #E M (8] 42 75 16 Akt/eNOS fi§
I B

25 bRk, FATHY SEEUE BT STCL AT RLAE #E K B
SRR EPCs I35 FHFNIER X —DIEE 5 0% PI3K/
Akt/eNOS 55l A 5. FATHYIX — S Bty i s
EPCs JIRE ALl (14 40 ML 4E 1505 7 321 13 R %
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